Ephesians 4:17-5:2

. The unsaved World believes, and lives by, "One’s own
subjective truth is ‘the highest truth attainable’...a
truth which is true for ME!”

. My POSITION IN CHRIST is that I am fully clothed
in His righteousness! It's a "One-and-Done deal! The
Father sees me only through the blood of Jesus!

. If Satan can’t keep me out of HEAVEN—then he will
work his hardest (and sneakiest) to keep HEAVEN
out of me!

. But, being PRACTICAL—how I live day-to-day! That's
altogether another story! There’s a WAR going on!

. That’s our #1-job as the “"Body of Christ!” We won't
have fellowship with each other; or be an effective
witness to our loved ones and neighbors without this
unity Paul speaks of!

. The toughest pathway to walk; the most difficult
garment to put on is forgiveness!

. But, being
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Food for Thought for the week of July 23, 2023
(Questions and Scriptures for further study)

1) This week Paul deals with the believer’s relationship to
the world. Certainly, we are “in Christ” and a part of the
body; but we are also in the world, where there is
temptation. What stands out to you from the following
passage?

Romans 6:12-14 - 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in
your mortal body, that you should obey it in its

lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments
of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God
as being alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not
have dominion over you, for you are not under law but
under grace.

Pray for the area of your life that is most difficult to give
over to the Lord’s control.

2) We cannot depart from the world because we have a
responsibility to witness to it; but we must walk in purity
and not allow the world to defile us. What stands out to
you from the following passage?

2 Corinthians 4:1-4 - 1 Therefore, since we have this
ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose
heart. 2 But we have renounced the hidden things of
shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of
God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the

truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in
the sight of God. 3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is
veiled to those who are perishing, 4 whose minds the god
of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God, should shine on them.

Who do you feel most ready and able to share your love
for the Lord with?
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3) Paul tells us that corruption from the lips only means
that there is corruption in the heart. The Spirit has sealed
us; we should not grieve Him by allowing these sins of
action and attitude to be in our lives. What stands out to
you from the following passages?

Colossians 4:6 - 6 Let your speech always be with
grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you
ought to answer each one.

Psalm 141:3 - 3 Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth;
Keep watch over the door of my lips.

4) Satan can work even while you sleep. If you're angry
with your children, spouse, or your neighbor when you go
to sleep, you give the Enemy the opportunity to plant a
root of bitterness within you, and you’ll wake up the next
day feeling angry. What stands out to you from the
following passage?

Hebrews 12:15 - 15|ooking carefully lest anyone fall
short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness
springing up cause trouble, and by this many become
defiled;

Is there someone in your past that you haven't forgiven?

5) We can put on our new clothing because we have been
given a new spiritual birth. What stands out to you from
the following passages?

2 Corinthians 5:17 - 17 Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new.

Colossians 3:9-10 - 9 Do not lie to one another, since
you have put off the old man with his deeds, 19 and have
put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him.
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